Pathway Parents Association

Meeting of Feb. 13, 2001

MINUTES

DRAFT

Pathway President's Report:

Fran Penberton ( WW Smith Foundation) will only fund child care related proposals.  The proposal is to redo the Valley Forge boiler and to reconstruct the TJ cottage to make it flexible in order for it to be co-ed. The TJ cottage would then be able to house  two separate programs in one building.  

The Child Development Foundation has been a past supporter for many programs at Pathway.  The school is seeking funds to acquire materials and people to access and perform better vocational training and to contribute to the transition process.  

The endowment committee has committed to work with EHL Consulting with a one year contract to 1) do a pre-campaign assessment,  2) development and department audit,  and 3) begin a capital compaign and endowment fund.  

The Vice-Chair of the Board is resigning.  Two new board members (a young attorney, and a retired school principal) are being installed.  

Treasurer's Report:  

The current balance is $5,932.71.  The PPA made $365  from the Family Fun Day,  $2,569 from the wrapping paper sales, and has $5,000 in a CD.

The school has requested and received money for the following:  

$123 - Bus for James Madison Cottage to go on a field trip to see the Peking Acrobats.  

$88 - Betsy Ross cottage to attend "Super Fudge".

$200 - to complete the balance of the cost of the Student Planners.  Access paid for most of the cost.  Discussion ensued about the future funding of the planners, as Access is used as start up funds for NEW programs only.  The planners may be more costly in the future so that they can be made sturdier.  Possible alternatives for funding may be to increase PPA membership dues in order to sponsor the planners, or try to bill it as an educational expense.

Education Director's Report:

The staff has the ok to individualize student planners.  Staff has been asked to use the planners and provide recommendations.  Teachers feel they need more space to write.  A main objective of the planner is to provide accurate information about each student's day.

Some teachers have requested funds from PPA.  Mary Moore and Bob Schwartz will create a form for a request of funds so that requests filter through the director first.  He can then send the request to the proper channel.  Monies requested have been:  $400 - for motivator devices, requested by Erin Ross, and $300 for an arts grant by David Foster.  

Staff did an incredible job on the snow day in February.  PPA will send a letter of recognition to Bill O'Flannagan and a copy to all cabinet directors.

The school administration has been discussing the Parent Weekend for the next school year (2001 - 2002). They are requesting that the PPA agree to a Parent Weekend that includes the annual family picnic on Saturday instead of special presentations.There would be an independent "Back To School Night" sometime in September.  PPA would prefer that the picnic be held either the last weekend in September or first weekend in October.  The school would prefer Oct. 12 as a possible date.  

Merrily Sherk is the new Nursing Coordinator.  There has been a very positive transition for the nursing department.  The dispensary now includes beds for kids who are feeling ill and provides for appropriate supervision for these students.  

ISP - Intensive Support Program - is in the planning stages of a few changes.  

ISS - Intensive Support Services  will be the new title and a group of specialists will be created to get involved with specific students and review the program and its focus.  

New Staff include Shannon Caine who is replacing Lisa Murray and Monica Vance who will be in the Lafeyette building. Jen Harper is taking Lisa Carlton-Kimata  position while she is on maternity leave.  

Craig Waltman is focussing on  a wine tasting even in Manyunk, an Alumni Event (mid to late May) where the class of 2001 will be dedicating a sound system for the school and staff morale building activities.  

Special Reports:

Ways and Means:  The Pizza Bingo will be moved to replace the Family Fun Evening. An individual is needed to organize a Family Fun Evening if this is to become a reality.  

Programs:  February 26 will be a presentation by  Dr. Phillip Matilski from the Montgomery County Intermediate Unit about Transition Services. 

 Doug Vogel will speak on March 6.  Doug is speaking on behalf of SNAP and is a parent of two special needs children.  He will be speaking on financial issues

Anita Greene may be able to do a program in May.  The May program will be confirmed at a later date.  

Networking Task Force:  Joan presented a packet of information regarding Orientation to Parents for the Transition Process and a list of agencies that would be helpful during this process.   

